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Christian Belief and Interethnic Interaction among the Miao People in the
Yunnan-Guizhou Border Region in Modern Times

Pengfei LIAO
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Abstract The Yunnan-Guizhou border region is a multi-ethnic settlement area, where the spread
of Christianity in modern times has complicated interethnic relations. This study examines ethnic
relations in this region from the perspective of Christian belief among the Miao people. It finds that
differences in identity and recognition created a certain degree of division between Miao Christian
and non-Christian communities in terms of their perceptions and demands. However, Miao Chris-

tians were able to engage in interethnic interactions beyond ethnic boundaries due to their shared
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religious identity and faith objectives with other Christian groups. At the same time, theological per-
spectives and religious practices led to divisions between Christians affiliated with the China Inland
Mission and those associated with the Methodist Mission. Furthermore, in interactions between the
Miao and Yi aristocracy, the rising social status of Miao Christian communities increasingly chal-
lenged the dominance of the Yi nobility. The Yi tusi (native officials) and landlords, based on their
respective strengths and interests, experienced both easing and intensification of tensions in their
interactions with the Miao people.
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